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WHAT TO LOOK FOR: Survivors

Prairie plants are tough. Over more than ten thousand years these
forbs and grasses have evolved deep root systems that enable them to
endure fire, drought, and the extreme temperatures of America’s heart-
land. Along the lllinois Prairie Path are found good examples of succesful
adaptation to a harsh environment, such as Yellow Coneflower, Compass Plant,
Prairie Dock and Rosin Weed, standing tall, green and beautiful in the Taylor
Avenue prairie demonstration area, Glen Ellyn, while shaliow-rooted alien plants
in adjoining yards wilt under the searing sun.

Even more remarkable are the plants, primarily forbs (broad-leafed flowering
plants as opposed to grasses), at the south end of the prairie restoration in Vol-
unteer Park, Wheaton, near Liberty Street. This year these herbal heroes have
withstood not only fire (the annual spring burn) and the terrible drought, but also
a drastic lowering of the water table when a new drainage system was put in
and, as a final blow, the inadvertent bulldozing of several inches of topsoil
during the installation of the Helen Turner Memorial Fountain improvements.
The honor roll of spunky survivors includes: Butterfly Weed, Compass
Plant, Culver’'s Root, Iron Weed, Lead Plant, Little Bluestem, Nodding
Wild Onion, Prairie Dock, Purple Prairie Clover, Rattlesnake Master,

Ruellia or Wild Petunia, White Baptisia (False Indigo), and Wild Quinine.

Look for these veterans and salute them. They remind us that persis-
tence (and deep roots) will always triumph in the end.

Editor's Note: Just before this Newsletter went to press, word
came that the DuPage County Division of Transporta-
tion, without a word of explanation to anyone,
had mowed the entire prairie restoration at
Volunteer Park from the bridge to Liberty
Street ... The valiant prairie plants will sur-

vive this latest setback too, but we will

have to wait until next year to see ’

most of them bloom again. g
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Illinois Prairie Path Volunteers Win National Award

On July 26, at a ceremony on the South Lawn of the White House hosted by
President Ronald Reagan, the volunteers of The lllinois Prairie Path received
the Take Pride in America Award in the Civic/Citizen Organization category.
Newsletter Editor Jean Mooring, who had submitted the nomination, accepted
the award on behalf of the IPP board of directors, members and friends,
volunteers all.

The president said to the crowd of several hundred representing finalists
and semifinalists from forty-three states and the District of Columbia, “...Each
of you, along with your colleagues and friends at home, clearly does take pride
in commuity and country — and for that reason, your fellow Americans take
pride in you. You deserve congratulations for all you are doing to restore our
natural and cultural resources, to remind the rest of us that the stewardship of
these treasures is up to all of us, and to encourage citizens, organizations and y
communities to join...You have my heartfelt thanks.” Other dignitaries at the  payyand Jean Mooring at White House to receive Take
ceremony were Secretary of the Interior Donald P. Hodel and Secretary of  Pride in America Award on behalf of thousands of Hliinois
Agriculture Richard E. Lyng. Music was provided by the United States Marine  Frairie Path members and friends for twenty-five years of
Band from the balcony of the White House and by the Moody Brothers volunteer stewardship of public lands.
country-western trio, who sang “Take Pride in America”, the catchy, foot-
tapping tune especially commissioned as the theme song for the Take Pride program. Refreshments were served in the welcome
shade of a tent set up on the lawn.

Congressman Henry J. Hyde, District 6, took note of this honor for citizens in his district and included his commendation in the
Congressional Record for July 26, 1988. (See insert.) His office and especially his press secretary Sam Stratman were very
helpful to Paul and Jean Mooring during their stay in Washington.

The State of lllinois has also commended the lllincis Prairie Path volunteers for their achievements. Governor James
Thompson writes in a letter dated July 8, 1988:

“Congratulations on your recent selection as a national award winner in the Take Pride in America program. To have
been selected from so many nominees is quite an honor. In your community and throughout the State of lllinois, this
award of distinction will inspire other groups and individuals to preserve natural resources by becoming active
protectors of our country’s beautiful park lands and wildlife. On behalf of the citizens of lllinois, | extend my best wishes
for a memorable ceremony in our nation’s capital.”

The lllinois Department of Conservation gives a prominent place to The lllinois Prairie Path volunteers in an article appearing
in the August 1, 1988, issue of its magazine Outdoor Highlights. The story features a picture of Paul and Jean at Volunteer Bridge
in Wheaton, and the front cover shows bicyclists riding over the scenic bridge in Warrenville, built by a contractor for The lllinois
Prairie Path in 1976. These two steel bridges plus the bridge over the East Branch of the DuPage River in Lombard were all built
under the direction of volunteers with donated money (no taxes) and have a total value of over $300,000. They are now the
property of DuPage County. DuPage County has been the principal governmental beneficiary of the work of the Prairie Path
volunteers.

The Take Pride in America Award, made of heavy glass etched with the Take Pride in America logo on a wood base and
containing a soft light glowing within, will be on display at The lllinois Prairie Path annual meeting on Sunday, November 6, at the
DuPage County Historical Museum in Wheaton. (See insert for picture.)

Full Speed Ahead in
Kane County

In late June the Kane
County Forest Preserve
District installed two new
Cor-ten steel truss-type pe-
destrian bridges on the IPP
Elgin Branch. The bridges
were fabricated by Conti-
nental Bridge Co., St.
Cloud, Minnesota. One
spans the Chicago Central
Railroad (formerly the Illi-
nois Central) just west of -
DUnham ROad and the ral SW sei of lllinois Prairie Pat
other spans Rte. 25. Each (photographed during construction) runs beside beautiful
is 150 feet Iong, Total cost Fox River to old CA&E parking lot north of lllinois
for fabrication and installa- Avenue, Aurora; developed by Fox Valley Park District.
tion was $200,000. Both
bridges are elevated above the railroad embankment so that considerable filling and grading still have to be done. The forest
preserve disctrict also plans to blacktop for bicyclists the section of trail between Dunham Road and Rte. 25 and provide a

New bridge over Rte. 25 erected by Kane County Forest
Preserve District.
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HON. HENRY J. HYDE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 26, 1988

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, it was 25 years ago
this year that May Theilgaard Watts, a natu-
ralist at the Morton Aboretum, suggested in
a Chicago newspaper that an abandoned
railroad right-of-way connecting Chicago
with DuPage and Kane Counties be convert-
ed to a footpath.

Her vision for a prairie version of the fa-
mous Appalachian Trail was motivated by a
desire to save for future generations the
beauty of forests and meadows untouched
by commercial development.

In a ceremony today at the White House
hosted by President Ronald Reagan, the
heirs to Mrs. Watts’ vision received public
recognition for their work on the lliinois
Prairie Path, a 55-mile network of trails
used daily by bicyclists, walkers, joggers,
and equestrians.

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of the
interior, the Take Pride in America Award
was presented to F. Paul and Jean C. Moor-
ing of Glen Ellyn, IL, who represented hun-
dreds of contributors and volunteers that
built and have maintained the path on a
shoestring budget.

As many as 300,000 people a year use the
Prairie Path, a testament to the foresight of
our suburban pioneers in the rails-to-trails
conservation movement.

I commend the leadership and the many
volunteers that brought this path to fruition
and suggest that my House colleagues take a
moment and read an article on the lilinois
Prairie Path published in a recent issue of
Trailblazer, the newsletter of the Rails-To-
Trails Conservancy:

THE ILLINOIS PRAIRIE PATH
There is no rail-trail in the U.S. which has
received as much tender loving care from as

[ressiong

many individual volunteers over a longer period
of time than the Illinois Prairie Path.

Between 1963, when Morton Aboretum Natu-
ralist May Theilgaard Watts originally proposed
the concept of a rail-trail through Chicago’s
western suburbs, and 1986, when management
of the Path was formally taken over from a non-
profit citizen group by DuPage County, thou-
sands of volunteers invested hundreds of thou-
sands of hours and dollars in every aspect of
trail work from attending public hearings to
negotiating leases, hauling trash to building
bridges, lobbying politicians to cajoling private
corporations, purchasing crushed rock to lead-
ing nature appreciation walks.

“We are human beings. We are able to walk
upright on two feet,” Watts wrote in her classic
letter to the editor of the Chicago Tribune. “We
need a footpath. Right now there is a chance for
Chicago and its suburbs to have a footpath, a
long one.”

A quarter century later that vision has largely
come to pass. The 55-mile-long, pitchfork-
shaped Prairie Path stretches from Maywood to
Wheaton, then splits into four spurs which
reach the Fox River in the towns of Elgin, Ge-
neva, Batavia and Aurora.

At least 300,000 bicyclists, walkers, runners
and equestrians utilize the path each year, en-
joying its chunks of native prairie, the site of an
Indian settlement, a mill pond that once pow-
ered a pioneer grist mill, several peaceful wet-
lands and numerous parks. The Prairie Path
also manifests its urban roots, passing through
a string of town centers and paralleling extant
railroad corridors on which commuters and
freight trains regularly race and rumble past.

The trail has been a massive experiment in
private citizen action, replete with heartbreak
and triumph. Unlike neighboring Wisconsin
and Iowa which have incorporated their many
rail-trails into state-run and county-run park sys-
tems, for two decades neither the state of Illi-
nois nor the County of DuPage expressed much
interest in taking a leadership role with the
Prairie Path. In fact, the private group, some-
what confusingly called The Illinois Prairie Path
(TIPP), would probably still be operating the
trail today if it had not lost its insurance cover-

age, forcing the county to take over primary
management.

The joys and tribulations of creating the Prai-
rie Path are exemplified by the stories of two of
its many bridges. Volunteer Bridge in Wheaton,
a monument in name as well as structure, was
an old railroad facility restored and extended
over two city streets and a park entirely by
volunteers under the direction of a volunteer
structural engineer and fabricated by high
school welding students. Valued at about
$250,000, the job cost $25,000, all of which was
donated.

In contrast is the bridge over the east branch
of the DuPage River. First constructed as a high
water bridge by the Illinois National Guard, it
was soon dismantled by vandals. Then Sierra
Club members reused the timbers in a new low
water bridge - which was washed away in a
flood. Rebuilt by the DuPage County Forest
Preserve District, the third bridge was burned
by an arsonist—as was the fourth. Finally, in
1978 TIPP paid $22,000 for a 50-foot all-steel
footbridge which was installed above the 100-
year flood line and still stands today.

As the Illinois Prairie Path enters a new phase
of public control—and as TIPP changes roles
from developer to advocate—the verdict on the
issue of “public vs. private” is not yet in. By any
measure, the Prairie Path is immensely success-
ful (real estate pages regularly promote houses
as being near it), yet in some of the towns it
traverses, the “park” is barely a footpath
squeezed through parking lots. It has been
proven that volunteers can accomplish miracles
on shoestring budgets, but it is not necessarily
clear that parks should be so underfunded. It is
obvious that volunteers cannot carry out as
much physical labor as professionals with heavy
equipment, but it is equally obvious that had it
not been for dedicated citizens who gave time
and money there would never have been an
Ilinois Prairie Path.

Whatever the final verdict, the Prairie Path
has irrefutably borne out May Watts’ pithy ob-
servation which is cast on a stone pedestal in
Wheaton: “Footpaths are defended with spirit
by their users.”

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE /00 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION
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“To be a winner in the Take Pride in America

Awards Program shows that good stewardship
does not go unnoticed, and that a small group
of volunteers can make a difference.”

— from the press release

announcing the national
award winners
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separate trail for horses. Anticipated completion date for the trail resurfacing to Middle Street near South Elgin is September, and
for the construction of a bridge under the Chicago and North Western Railroad bridge west of Raymond Street in Elgin is
November.

Not to be outdone, the Fox Valley Park District has surfaced with limestone screenings and some blacktop 3.27 miles of trail on
the Aurora Branch of the lllinois Prairie Path from the DuPage County line to the Fox River at McCullough Park. This section,
which was substantially complete by August first, connects with the Fox River Trail via the lllinois Avenue bridge in Aurora. By
November, with the anticipated installation of the Kane County F.P.D. bridge under the CNW RR, the trail circle route will be
complete from Wheaton to Elgin at Raymond Street/Poplar Creek to Aurora via the Fox River Trail and back to Wheaton. Other
improvements made by the Fox Valley Park District include the erection of rustic barrier posts at intersections and the planting of
many beautiful trees and shrubs, especially at Farnsworth Avenue. The dedication of this new section is set for 2:00 p.m,,
Sunday, Sept. 25, at the old CA&E parking lot on the east side of the Fox River at lllinois Avenue, Aurora. There will be a
Dixieland band and everyone is invited.

Trees — A Shady Business

This spring and summer many trees have been planted along the Hinois
Prairie Path. Besides the Fox Valley Park District (see above), at least two
other groups have gotten into the act. Boy Scouts from Troop 54, western
DuPage County, assisted by several of their fathers, pitched in to help Eagle
Candidate Leo Brown, Jr. plant thirty-one small trees (amur, Norway, and
sugar maple, ash, and hackberry) on the section of trail north of, and parallel
to, Butterfield Road at St. James Farm on the Aurora Branch. The trees were
donated by the Morton Aboretum.

The lllinois Prairie Path, under the leadership of board member Larry
Sheaffer, contracted with Midwest Landscaping, Inc., Winfield, to plant trees
at two locations where they are likely to be most appreciated by Path users: an
autumn purple ash and a red-flowering crabapple at Geneva Road and
County Farm Road near the bench and kiosk; and a Washington hawthorne
and crabapple on each side of Industrial Drive on the IPP Geneva Spur, where
shade is especially needed.

Photo by Bob Hargis

y Scouts fi 4 plant trees along Prairie Path at

St James Farm.

In spite of the adverse weather conditions experienced this summer we
believe that most of these trees will survive (except the crabapple next to the bench at Industrial Drive, which in early August was
mowed down by the DuPage County Division of Transportation).

Report on Work Days

Prairie Path volunteers installed two more display case kiosks
on the June 18 and July 16 work days. In addition, they improved
access to the trail at the end of Norris Road in Oak Meadows by
re-grading and surfacing with limestone screenings donated by
DuPage County DOT, a formerly steep ramp leading down to the
trail. Board member Nancy Hesler was in charge of this latter
project and was assisted by Birt Hurlbert, Steve Hagar, Dick and
Nancy Wilson, Jean Mooring, and Don Pellico. Workers on one or
both of the kiosk projects were Bob Hargis, Bill and Jean Booth,
Dick and Nancy Wilson, Steve Hagar, and Paul and Jean Moor-
ing. Paul designed and fabricated the kiosk frames at home, then
dismantied them and transported them to the sites for re-assem-

bly and installation. Each kiosk, including the display case, is ~ Steve Hagar, Nancy Hesler and Volunteers install display case

Dick Wilson improve approach i kiosk at Industrial Dri
valued at more than $1,000. - in new kiosk at Industrial Drive,
$ to Path at Norris, Oak West Chicago. From left: Bill
Meadows. Booth, Dick Wilson, Steve

Hagar, Nancy Wilson.

Trail Etiquette — A Reminder ;

IPP members know and follow safety rules on the trail: no unleashed dogs; no firearms, kites, or model airplanes; no
motorized vehicles (except for maintenance, emergency and security); no alcoholic beverages or controlled substances. We
keep to the right to allow others to pass; and above all, we give an audible warning when overtaking another user by calling out,
“Passing on the left!”

We should try to make all other users aware of these rules too so that everyone can enjoy the trail in safety.

Volunteer Park Update

Early in July the two decorative stone walls at Volunteer Park were completed. Elliot Construction Corporation of Glen Ellyn
installed the concrete footings; and Reliant Builders, Elmhurst, did the stonemasonry. The bronze Helen Turner Memorial plaque
was ordered from House of Trophies, Wheaton; and the limestone biocks with the words llinois Prairie Path, Volunteer Park, and
the IPP logo were sandblasted by Brett Hart, Wheaton. The total cost to The lllinois Prairie Path of walls, fountain and the new
trash container (obtained through the public works department) was approximately $6,850.



Everyone who worked on
this project deserves congrat-
ulations for a job well done. A
special word of thanks goes to
the City of Wheaton Public
Works Department, which in-
stalled the water line and a
major drainage improvement
at a total cost of approximately
$7,000. Labor was about
$3,500; and materials, $3,486,
of which approximately $1,400
in drain pipe, fittings and back-
fill was supplied by the Du-

Page Cou my Division of Workers position Helen Turner memorial plane in new
Transportation, manager of  stone wall

the property. The expertise

and cooperative spirit of Public Works Director Joe Knippen, Assistant Director Bob Harazin, City Landscaper Larry Steele and
all their associates have made this project a pleasure to work on.

Photo by Dan fhbmas

Stonemason builds wall at Volunteer Park.

The final touches to complete Volunteer Park will be restoration of the prairie plants accidentally lost during construction;
installation of a bicycle rack donated by Ken Moss, Eimhurst Cyclery Ltd., Elmhurst; and the erection of a sculpture made of
Chicago, Aurora and Elgin Railway artifacts to suggest a major chapter in the history of the lilinois Prairie Path and the City of
Wheaton. The City will also install a new ten-foot-wide sidewalk along Liberty Street at the south end of Volunteer Park in
conjunction with the construction of a new commuter parking lot across the street.

FALL ACTIVITIES, Rain or Shine

Saturday, September 17 Work Day. Leader: Bob Hargis, 668-7377.

Saturday, September 10, 9:00 a.m. Seed Collecting of forbs and grasses on West Chicago Prairie. Meet in northeast
Saturday, September 24, 1:00 p.m.  (back left) corner of Electronic Support Systems parking lot on east side of Industrial
Saturday, October 1, 9:00 a.m. Drive about 2 mile south of Hawthorne and just north of Western Avenue. Paper
Saturday, October 15, 1:00 p.m.  sacks will be furnished. Leader: Mel Hoff, 393-4715.
Monday, October 24, 9:00 a.m.
Sunday, September 25  Dedication of lllinois Prairie Path Aurora Branch by invitation of Fox Valley Park
District. 2:00 p.m., CA&E parking lot at lllinois Avenue east of Fox River, Aurora.
Enjoy the Dixieland band!

Friday-Sunday, October 14-16  lllinois Prairie Path Exhibit at 1988 State Advanced Flower Show, Field Museum of
Natural History, Chicago.
Saturday, October 22 Work Day. Leader: Paul Mooring, 469-4289.

Sunday, November 6  IPP Annual Meeting. 2:00 p.m., DuPage County Historical Museum, 102 E. Wesley,
Wheaton. For information: Bob Hargis, 668-7377.

— Jean C. Mooring, Editor —
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